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Office of Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment 
 
January 28, 2021 
 
Dear School Community: 
  
The goals we set when our Academics Reopening Committee met last summer have steadily 
guided us through a year of twists and turns. We’ve held tight to our aims of providing a rigorous 
academic program to ensure continuity of instruction, improve on last spring’s distance learning 
experience, and address professional development needs, particularly in the area of technology.  
 
Our school environment might have changed, but our academic benchmarks have not. In fact, 
we’re constantly seeking ways to enhance the standards of a “normal” school year. At the same 
time, we’re offering additional resources for students who need support.  
 
We’re excited to share how we continue to innovate and strengthen our PK-12 academic 
program with a sharp eye on achievement despite the pandemic. Having clear standards while 
allowing for flexibility has been the key to a successful year.  
 
Sincerely, 
Brian Luciani Lauren Bound & Dana Cansian 
Brian Luciani Lauren Bound & Dana Cansian   
Director of Academics            Supervisors of Curriculum & Instruction  
 
 
Measuring Progress  
Learning benchmarks are assessed year-round, not just when it’s time for report cards. Here’s a 
look at some of the tools Kenilworth uses to 
shape instruction.  

● In grades 3-8, we administer the 
Measures of Academic Progress 
(MAP) assessments for student growth 
and proficiency in the NJ Student 
Learning Standards.  These evaluations help teachers tailor their instruction to better 
meet students’ needs. 

● Study Island, also used in grades 3-8, is an online program that aligns to learning 
standards. The tool allows teachers to customize classroom assessments and design 
flexible practices to drive student achievement and proficiency. 

 



 

● Across grades K-12, our teachers regularly design formative and summative 
assessments to inform instruction and report achievement levels.  

● Speaking of report cards, we’ve transitioned to standards-based report cards in grades 
K-3. Switching to a trimester format in grades 1- 6 has supported this practice. Using 
three reporting periods instead of four allows teachers more time to assess students and 
expands students’ opportunity to learn and master skills. 

 
Strategies for Support  
Even before the pandemic, support was built into the culture of our district. Recognizing the 
additional stresses on students over the past year, we’ve ramped up our initiatives.  

● Through our multi-tiered system of supports across grades K-12, teams come together 
to help struggling students and suggest interventions.  Teachers and counselors then 
engage in progress monitoring.  

● Brearley Middle-High School is designing a systematic plan for students who are having 
trouble meeting proficiency in a core course.  Look for more details soon from Principal 
Davies. Brearley is also exploring the possibility of offering in-person instruction 5 days a 
week. 

● Harding Elementary School holds intervention groups after school for identified students 
who need academic support.  For more information on our intervention groups, please 
reach out to your child’s teacher or Principal Bubnowski.  

● Our teachers hold office hours for small group instruction or individual check-ins.  Please 
reach out to your child’s teachers to learn more. 

 
Help at Home  
Resources are available for parents of our youngest learners, and high school students. 

● In March, Harding will hold informational sessions for K-2 parents on how to support their 
readers at home. 

● Our counselors will lead Homework Club and Skills for Success groups beginning in 
February and March.  These programs will support identified high school students by 
honing their executive function skills and helping them keep up with assignments. 

 
Teachers and Tech  
Teachers have sought out new ways to keep 
students engaged, while additional 
technology has supported instruction.  

● Our teachers are working together to 
make instruction work better for 
students. Their collaborations are 
prioritizing grade-level and content 
area learning standards, curriculum, and resources. Teachers are also meeting students’ 
individual needs by differentiating content, process, product and learning environments. 

● We continue to move toward a more balanced literacy model at Harding School with 
additional opportunities for teachers to learn about reading and writing workshop as part 



 

of students’ literacy learning. Teachers learn to implement Orton Gilingham practices as 
part of teaching the science of reading.  

● Several of our teachers are participating in professional learning communities that focus 
on solving problems of practice to strengthen the classroom experience. All teachers 
have had the opportunity to participate in professional learning to enhance the district’s 
use of educational technology such as Google Classroom, Seesaw, Zoom, Google tools 
for education, Flipgrid, Peardeck, and many others.  

● We’ve ramped up our technology access at lightning speed, not only in the tools we use 
but in the quantity of devices.  We distributed nearly 1,000 Chromebooks this year alone! 

 
Expanding the Academic Menu 
Future-ready course offerings keep students engaged and could start them on a career track. 

● We continue to evaluate our courses with a lens of giving our students varied 
opportunities to study topics of interest.  Last year we began offering Anatomy & 
Physiology, and this year we are teaching a Forensics course.  We are also offering a 
new honors math course that combines geometry and trigonometry to give our students 
more opportunities to take AP math courses in their junior and senior years. 

● Our computer science courses have expanded to include AP Computer Science A, AP 
Mobile Computer Science Principles, Video Game Design, and Creative Computing. 

 
World of Opportunities  
Our teachers have excelled at connecting students with engaging, real-world learning 
experiences despite the pandemic.  A mere few include: 

● Harding Doodle for Google contest hosted 
by our technology facilitator, Ms. 
Rifkowitz, and Ms. Goger. 

● Our middle school STEM course students 
participated in the Future City program with 
Ms. Allan. 

● Brearley students observed the “Hour of 
Code” event by shadowing Amazon employees.  

● At Harding, our K-6 students participated in a virtual Environmental Game Show, and our 
K-2 students participated in a virtual Blue Sky Puppet Theatre.  

● Students participated in the New York & New Jersey Virtual Climate Education Youth 
Summit organized by the Center for Sustainable Development at the Earth Institute 
Columbia University in partnership with New Jersey Audubon and the National Wildlife 
Federation in New York City.  

● We have a variety of programs coming this spring: 3rd grade – Family Tools and 
Technology, 4th grade – Family Science, and 5th grade – Family Math.  

● Harding G&T students are competing in the Stock Market Game and the TryEngineering 
program, which includes real engineers as mentors, with Ms. Griffin.  

 
 

 

https://futurecity.org/about
https://hourofcode.com/
https://hourofcode.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-york-new-jersey-climate-education-youth-summit-tickets-136509821551
https://www.stockmarketgame.org/
https://tryengineering.org/

